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Production  of  garbanzos  (chickpeas)  in  18  reporting  countries  for 
1959  exceeded  175  million  bags.  This  was  30  percent  over  1958,  and 
almost  55  percent  over  the  1950-54  average.  India  and  Pakistan,  world's 
largest  producers,  accounted  for  over  90  percent  of  total  production  and 
33  percent  of  the  total  increase.  The  balance  of  the  production  for  1959 
was  mainly  Spain,  Mexico,  Turkey  and  Italy,  where  the  aggregate  increase 
over  1958  was  negligible,  but  was  6 percent  over  the  1950-54  average. 

Planting  in  the  18  reporting  countries  in  1959  totaled  30  million 
acres,  a 7-percent  increase  over  the  28  million  in  1958,  and  30  percent 
above  the  1950-54  average.  Garbanzo  production  for  the  last  decade  has 
been  increasing  rapidly  in  India,  Pakistan, and  Mexico.  It  has  held  fairly 
steady  in  the  Middle  East  and  Europe  but  declined  in  the  African  countries. 

The  Americas 

The  United  States  and  3 reporting  Latin  American  countries  produced 
about  3 million  bags  of  garbanzos  in  1959.  Mexico,  the  largest  producer, 
raised  2.6  million  bags,  up  9 percent  over  1958.  Argentina  harvested  over 
230,000  bags,  140  percent  more  than  in  1958.  Chile's  145,000  bags  was  up 
12  percent  over  1958.  Output  in  the  United  States,  a relatively  small 
producer,  was  65,000  bags  in  1959,  compared  with  89,000  bags  in  1958,  a 
decrease  of  27  percent. 

Europe 

Five  reporting  countries  in  Europe  produced  5.2  million  bags  of  garbanzos 
in  1959.  Spain,  the  largest  producer,  harvested  3 million  bags,  about 
equal  to  1958  and  the  1950-54  average.  Italy,  another  large  producer  in 
1959,  with  1.1  million  bags  about  equaled  1958,  but  the  crop  was  10  percent 
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under  the  1950-54  average.  Portugal  produced  almost  500,000  bags,  23 
percent  over  1958  and  35  percent  over  the  1950-54  average.  Greece,  with 
380,000  bags  was  down  5 percent  from  1958,  and  8 percent  over  1950-54* 
Yugoslavia,  one  of  the  smaller  producers  raised  150,000  bags  in  1959, 
compared  with  1958  an  increase  of  36  percent. 

Middle  East 

The  Middle  East,  with  4 reporting  countries,  produced  over  2 million  bags 
of  garbanzos  in  1959*  Turkey  produced  1.8  million  bags,  or  90  percent  of 
the  total.  Syria  raised  1 60,000  bags,  while  Jordan  and  Lebanon,  smaller 
producers,  had  less  than  100,000  bags  combined.  The  Middle  East  was  down 
4 percent  from  1958  and  9 percent  under  the  1950-54  average. 

Far  East 


India  and  Pakistan  produced  between  them  over  160  million  bags  of  garbanzos 
in  1959.  India  alone  produced  over  150  million  bags,  40  percent  higher 
than  its  1958  production.  Pakistan  with  13  million  bags,  was  down  13 
percent  from  1958. 

Africa 

Africa,  with  3 countries  reporting,  harvested  almost  850,000  bags.  Morocco, 
largest  producer  in  this  group,  harvested  almost  420,000  bags  of  garbanzos 
in  1959,  down  22  percent  from  1958,  45  percent  from  the  1950-54  average. 
Production  in  Algeria  and  I£ypt  in  1959  was  over  450,000  bags,  with  Algeria 
producing  300,000  bags,  and  E&ypt  the  remainder. 


GARBANZOS  (CHICKPEAS),  DKI  EDIBLE:  Acreage  and  production  in  specified  countries 

average  1950-54*  annual  1957-1959 
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Grand  Total  : 23,192  : 29,604  * 28,105  : 30*011  : 115,127  : 166,971  :136,304  : 177,581 

1/  100-lb.  tags.  Office  estimate.  2/  4~y©ar  average. 
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